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Threats to Biodiversity 
Common Weeds 

  
²ŜŜŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ΨǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘΩ 

ŀƴŘ ΨŀŎǘǳŀƭΩ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ Some of the more 

common and emerging pest plants known from the Adelaide Hills Council district fall into one or 

more of the below categories. 

WEED CATEGOREY CODE DETAILS 

Weeds of National Significance WoNS !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜΣ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇŜǎǘ 
plants.  There are national programs and 
strategies for each of the WoNS. 

Declared Weeds D These are supported by legislation (Natural 
Resources Management Act 2004) as they are 
those that present a significant threat to 
agriculture, the environment and public 
health and safety. Landowners have a legal 
responsibility to manage these plants. 

Alert Weeds A Declared plants not yet established in South 
Australia and pose a serious threat. 
Landowners must report alert weeds found 
on their property as early detection is 
important so the plant can be eradicated 
before it spreads and becomes a more 
serious problem. With early and appropriate 
management, Alert List weeds can be 
successfully contained or eradicated. See 
Relevant Contacts below. 

Priority Environmental Weeds E Invasive exotics which are not restricted to 
WoNS or Declared plants, but are currently 
considered a local problem or have the 
potential to become a problem within the 
District. Many of these are ornamental 
garden plants which have escaped into the 
bushland, actively dispersed by wind and 
water, birds and feral animals such as foxes. 
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AFRICAN BOXTHORN 

Lycium ferocissimum 

Must be controlled, banned from sale. 

Click here for detailed information 

WoNS, D 

 
Photo courtesy B. Trounce 

AFRICAN CORN FLAG 

Chasmanthe floribunda 

 

E 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

AFRICAN FEATHERGRASS 
Cenchrus macrourus 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy B.K. Simon 

AFRICAN LOVEGRASS 
Eragrostis curvula 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy Sawgrass Agronomy 

http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
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AGAPANTHAS 
Agapanthus praecox 

Click here for detailed information 

E 

 
Photo courtesy P. Watton 

ALEPPO PINE 
Pinus halepensis 

Excludes: when planted and maintained for 
amenity or commercial purposes. 

Must be controlled (unless planted and 
maintained for amenity or commercial purposes), 
banned from sale. 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy S. Navie 

ARTICHOKE THISTLE 
Cynara cardunculus 

Click here for detailed information 

E 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

ARUM LILY 
Zantedeschia aethiopica 

Excludes cut flowering stems and Arum Lilies 
planted and maintained more than 100m from any 
wetland or watercourse for domestic or 
commercial purposes. 

Must be controlled, plant must not be sold. 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy W. Stuppy 

https://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-resident/Documents/Environmental/Weeds%20fact%20sheets/Agapanthas.pdf
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds_and_pest_animals/weeds_in_sa/plant_policies
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
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BARNYARD GRASS 
Echinochloa crus-galli 

 

E 

 
Photo courtesy R. McBeath 

BLACK WATTLE 
Acacia decurrens 

 

E 

 
Photo courtesy R&F Richardson 

BLACKBERRY 
Rubus fruticosus sp. agg. 

Excludes any detached fruit, as well as the 
following cultivars when planted and maintained 
for domestic or commercial purposes under 
conditions approved by the Minister: 

¶ Black Satin 

¶ Dirksen Thornless 

¶ Smoothstem 

¶ Thornfree 

¶ Loch Ness 

¶ Chester Thornless 
 
aǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ όŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ to those planted 
>100m from wetland or watercourse). Plant 
ƳǳǎǘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘΦ 

Click here for detailed information 

WoNS, D 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
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BLUE PERIWINKLE 
Vinca major 

Click here for detailed information 

E 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

BLUEBELL CREEPERS 
Billardiera fusiformis and Billardiera 
heterophylla 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

BONESEED 
Chrysanthemoides monilifera 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/ahc-resident/Documents/Environmental/Weeds%20fact%20sheets/Blue%20Periwinkle.pdf
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
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BRIDAL CREEPER 
Asparagus asparagoides 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

WoNS, D 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

BULBIL WATSONIA 
Watsonia meriana var. bulbillifera 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

WoNS, D 

 
Photo courtesy T. Brown 

CALTROP 
Tribulus terrestris 

Must be controlled, banned from sale 

Click here for detailed information 

D 

 
Photo courtesy P. Watton 

http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants

