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ADELAIDE HILLS COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2026 
36 NAIRNE ROAD, WOODSIDE 

 
 

 
Mayor ___________________________________________________________ 23 June 2026 

 

In Attendance 
 
Presiding Member:  Mayor Nathan Daniell   

 
Members: 
 

Councillor Chris Grant 
Councillor Malcolm Herrmann 
Councillor Lucy Huxter 
Councillor Leith Mudge 
Councillor Mark Osterstock 
Councillor Kirsty Parkin  
Councillor Lisa Clare Woolcock 
Councillor Alex Trescowthick 
Councillor Richard Gladigau 
Councillor Georgia McDonnell 

 
In Attendance: 

 
Greg Georgopoulos  Chief Executive Officer 
Jess Charlton Director Community and Development 
Jade Ballantine Director Environment and Infrastructure 
Gary Lewis Director Corporate Services 
Tracy Riddle Kelledy Jones Lawyers 
Georgie McKeon Minute Secretary  

 

1. COMMENCEMENT 

The meeting commenced at 6:30pm. 
 

2. OPENING STATEMENT 

Council acknowledges that we meet on the traditional Country of the Peramangk and 
Kaurna people. We pay our respects to Ancestors and Elders past and present as the 
Custodians of this ancient and beautiful land. 
 
Together we will care for this place for the generations to come and in this context the 
decisions we make should be guided by the principle that nothing we do should decrease 
our children’s ability to live on this land. 

3. APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

3.1 Apology 

Nil 
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3.2 Leave of Absence 

Cr Adrian Cheater – 5 June 2026 to 11 June 2026 -approved 26 May 2026 
Cr Kirrilee Boyd – 5 June 2026 to 16 June 2026 – approved 26 May 2026 

3.3 Absent  

Nil 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Council Meeting – 26 May 2026 

 
Moved Cr Malcolm Herrmann 
S/- Cr Chris Grant 209/26 
 
Council resolves that the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on 26 May 2026, 
as supplied, be confirmed as an accurate record of the proceedings of that meeting. 
 
 Carried Unanimously 
 

5. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

5.1 Material Conflict of Interest, Cr Lucy Huxter – Item 11.1  

Under section 75C of the Local Government Act 1999 Cr Lucy Huxter disclosed a Material 
(section 75) Conflict of Interest in Item 11.1 

5.2 General Conflict of Interest, Cr Leith Mudge – Item 11.1  

Under section 75B of the Local Government Act 1999 Cr Leith Mudge disclosed a General 
(section 7B) Conflict of Interest in Item 11.1 

 

6. PRESIDING MEMBER’S OPENING REMARKS  

The Mayor welcomed members of the gallery and noting the change of venue asked 
Elected Members to be mindful of following meeting procedures.  
 

7. QUESTIONS ADJOURNED/LYING ON THE TABLE 

7.1 Questions Adjourned 

 Nil 

7.2 Questions Lying on the Table  

Nil  
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8. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PUBLIC FORUM 

8.1 Petitions 

Nil 

8.2 Deputations 

Nil 

8.3 Public Forum 

Mr John Tate of Birdwood – In support of the separation of Australia Day from the 
presentation of Civic Awards and/or citizenship ceremonies.  

 
Ms Darcy McNamara of Bridgewater - In support of item 11.1 - Advertising and Promotion 
of Oil and Gas Companies  

 

9. PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 
 

10. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  

Nil 
  

6:46pm the Mayor sought and was granted leave of the meeting to reset the debate on 
item 11.1  

 

11. MOTIONS ON NOTICE 

11.1 Advertising and promotion of oil and gas companies (Cr Chris Grant) (adjourned on 9 
February 2026) 

Under section 75C of the Local Government Act 1999 Cr Lucy Huxter disclosed a Material 
(section 75) Conflict of Interest in Item 11.1 

I work for Australian gas Infrastructure Group. The banning of gas companies as sponsors 
of events in Adelaide Hills Council may affect me materially. I intend to leave the meeting 
 
6:48pm Cr Lucy Huxter left the meeting room.  
 
Under section 75C of the Local Government Act 1999 Cr Leith Mudge disclosed a General 
(section 75) Conflict of Interest in Item 11.1 
 
I am currently undertaking a contract with SA Water who have recently been announced 
by the government as being de-corporatised and turned into the SA Gas and Water Trust, 
which will oversee a contract with Santos for the South Australian Strategic Gas Reserve. 
There may be a perception that I have a conflict on this item, however this is quite a 
stretch as the de-corporatisation has not yet occurred, and I am only a temporary 
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contractor and I would not have a gain or loss as the result of the outcomes of this 
motions, so I will stay in the chamber and participate in the debate and vote. 
 

  6:53pm Cr Lisa Clare Woolcock joined the meeting  
 

 Moved Cr Chris Grant 
 S/ Cr Kirrilee Boyd 
 
 I move that: 
 

Adelaide Hills Council, having taken the position of declaring a climate emergency and 
engagement in initiatives to reduce carbon emissions, encourage renewable energy and 
recognise the need to ameliorate the impact of climate change on our community through 
extreme weather events, bushfires and drought, and recognising that the ongoing use of 
fossil fuels and opening up of new gas fields are drivers of the climate crisis, Council write 
to the Premier of South Australia and the SA Minister for Environment, Climate and Water 
as follows: 

 
1. Commending the State Government for its continued support for the Tour Down 

Under as a major event that celebrates South Australia’s regions, promotes active 
and healthy lifestyles, and contributes to tourism and the local economy; 

2. Highlighting that climate science warns that January temperate will continue rising 
and threaten the delivery of outdoor events such as the TDU unless urgent action is 
taken to reduce carbon pollution from the burning of coal, oil and gas. Already the 
impact of high January Temperatures has required the TDU to change the timing and 
length of certain stages; 

3. Expressing concerns that it is deeply disappointing and ironic that SANTOS, a major 
fossil fuel company, holds naming rights to an event whose future viability is 
jeopardised by the climate crisis; 

4. Requesting that the State Government incorporate sustainability and environmental 
responsibility criteria – including reducing carbon emissions – into the sponsorship 
evaluation process for all major State-supported events, aligning with South 
Australia’s climate and net-zero emissions objectives; and  

5. Offering Councils’ support in promoting and partnering on initiatives that highlight 
South Australia’s leadership in sustainability and innovation through major events 
such as the Tour Down Under.  

 
 AMENDMENT 
  
 Moved: Cr Malcolm Herrmann 
 
 I move that: 
 

Adelaide Hills Council, having taken the position of declaring a climate emergency and 
engagement in initiatives to reduce carbon emissions, encourage renewable energy and 
recognise the need to ameliorate the impact of climate change on our community through 
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extreme weather events, bushfires and drought, and recognising that the ongoing use of 
fossil fuels and opening up of new gas fields are drivers of the climate crisis, Council write 
to the Premier of South Australia and the SA Minister for Environment, Climate and Water 
as follows: 

 
1.  Commending the State Government for its continued support for the Tour Down 

Under as a major event that celebrates South Australia’s regions, promotes active 
and healthy lifestyles, and contributes to tourism and the local economy; 

2. Highlighting that climate science warns that January temperate will continue rising 
and threaten the delivery of outdoor events such as the TDU unless urgent action is 
taken to reduce carbon pollution from the burning of coal, oil and gas. Already the 
impact of high January Temperatures has required the TDU to change the timing and 
length of certain stages; 

3. Expressing concerns that it is deeply disappointing and ironic that SANTOS, a major 
fossil fuel company, holds naming rights to an event whose future viability is 
jeopardised by the climate crisis; 

4. Requesting that the State Government incorporate sustainability and environmental 
responsibility criteria – including reducing carbon emissions – into the sponsorship 
evaluation process for all major State-supported events, aligning with South 
Australia’s climate and net-zero emissions objectives; and  

5. Offering Councils’ support in promoting and partnering on initiatives that highlight 
South Australia’s leadership in sustainability and innovation through major events 
such as the Tour Down Under.  

 
 

 As the amendment was not seconded, the amendment lapsed  
 

7:19pm the Mayor sought and was granted leave of the meeting to allow Cr Malcolm 
Herrmann to speak to the item.  

 
 AMENDMENT 
 
 Moved Cr Leith Mudge 
 S/ Cr Lisa Clare Woolcock  
 
 I move that: 
 

Adelaide Hills Council, having taken the position of declaring a climate emergency and 
engagement in initiatives to reduce carbon emissions, encourage renewable energy and 
recognise the need to ameliorate the impact of climate change on our community through 
extreme weather events, bushfires and drought, and recognising that the ongoing use of 
fossil fuels and opening up of new gas fields are drivers of the climate crisis, Council write 
to the Premier of South Australia and the SA Minister for Environment, Climate and Water 
as follows: 
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1. Commending the State Government for its continued support for the Tour Down 
Under as a major event that celebrates South Australia’s regions, promotes active 
and healthy lifestyles, and continues to tourism and the local economy. 

2. Highlighting that climate science warns that January temperatures will continue 
rising and threaten the delivery of outdoor events such as the TDU unless urgent 
action is taken to reduce carbon pollution from burning of coal, oil and gas. Already 
the impact of high January Temperatures has required the TDU to change the timing 
and length of certain stages. 

3. Expressing concerns that it is deeply disappointing and ironic that SANTOS, a major 
fossil fuel company, holds naming rights to an event whose future viability is 
jeopardised by the climate crisis; 

4. Requesting that the State Government incorporate sustainability and environmental 
responsibility criteria – including reducing carbon emission – into the sponsorship 
evaluation process for all major State-supported events, aligning with South 
Australia’s climate and net-zero emissions objectives; and 

5. Offering Council’s support in promoting and partnering on initiatives that highlight 
South Australia’s leadership in sustainability and innovation through major events 
such as the Tour Down Under.  
 

  The amendment was put and the Mayor declared the amendment Carried  
 
 
 MOTION AS AMENDED  
 
 Moved Cr Chris Grant 
 S/ Cr Kirrilee Boyd          210/26 
  
 I move that: 
 

Adelaide Hills Council, having taken the position of declaring a climate emergency and 
engagement in initiatives to reduce carbon emissions, encourage renewable energy and 
recognise the need to ameliorate the impact of climate change on our community 
through extreme weather events, bushfires and drought, and recognising that the 
ongoing use of fossil fuels and opening up of new gas fields are drivers of the climate 
crisis, Council write to the Premier of South Australia and the SA Minister for 
Environment, Climate and Water as follows: 

 
1. Commending the State Government for its continued support for the Tour Down 

Under as a major event that celebrates South Australia’s regions, promotes active 
and healthy lifestyles, and continues to tourism and the local economy. 

2. Highlighting that climate science warns that January temperatures will continue 
rising and threaten the delivery of outdoor events such as the TDU unless urgent 
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action is taken to reduce carbon pollution from burning of coal, oil and gas. 
Already the impact of high January Temperatures has required the TDU to change 
the timing and length of certain stages. 

3. Requesting that the State Government incorporate sustainability and 
environmental responsibility criteria – including reducing carbon emission – into 
the sponsorship evaluation process for all major State-supported events, aligning 
with South Australia’s climate and net-zero emissions objectives; and 

4. Offering Council’s support in promoting and partnering on initiatives that highlight 
South Australia’s leadership in sustainability and innovation through major events 
such as the Tour Down Under.  

 
  Carried 

Cr Leith Mudge voted in favour of the motion  
 

 
 MOTION WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
 Moved Cr Georgia McDonnell 
 S/ Cr Kirsty Parkin         
  

That Council includes in the letter, Appendix 1 of item 11.1, to the State Government that 
Council encourage it to seek alternative or additional sponsors for the TDU that are more 
eco-friendly. 

 
 VARIATION 
 

With the consent of the Mover and Seconder, the Mayor sought and was granted leave of 
the meeting to vary the motion. 
 

 Moved Cr Georgia McDonnell 
 S/ Cr Kirsty Parkin 
 

That Council includes in the letter, Appendix 1 of item 11.1, to the State Government that 
Council encourage it to seek alternative or additional sponsors for the TDU that do not 
promote the burning of coal, oil or gas.  

 
 MOTION AS VARIED 
 
 Moved Cr Georgia McDonnell 
 S/ Cr Kirsty Parkin        211/26 

 
Council resolves: 
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That Council includes in the letter, Appendix 1 of item 11.1, to the State Government that 
Council encourage it to seek alternative or additional sponsors for the TDU that do not 
promote the burning of coal, oil or gas.  

 
  Carried  

Cr Leith Mudge voted in favour of the motion 
 

 7:33pm Cr Lucy Huxter returned to the meeting room. 
 

12. OFFICER REPORTS – DECISION ITEMS 

12.1 Draft Annual Business Plan and Budget for Consultation. 

 
Moved Cr Leith Mudge 
S/- Cr Kirsty Parkin          
 
Council resolves: 
 
1. That the Annual Business Plan 2026-27 Draft for Consultation report be received and 

noted. 
 
2. To endorse the draft Annual Business Plan 2026-27 (ABP), as contained in Appendix 1, 

for community consultation, in accordance with Section 123 of the Local Government 
Act 1999, which includes a budget with an average residential rate rise of 7.6%. 

 
3. That the CEO be authorised to: 
 

a. Make any formatting, nomenclature or other minor changes to the ABP prior to 
being released for public consultation and 

 
b. Determine the consultation timings, media and processes while ensuring 

consistency and compliance with the provisions of applicable legislation and 
Council’s Public Consultation Policy. 

 
 
With the consent of the Mover and Seconder, the Mayor sought and was granted leave of 
the meeting to vary the motion. 

  
 7:59pm Cr Grant left his seat. 
 7:59pm Cr Grant returned to his seat  
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 VARIATION 
 

1.  That the Annual Business Plan 2026-27 Draft for Consultation report be received and 
noted. 

 
2. To endorse the draft Annual Business Plan 2026-27 (ABP), as contained in Appendix 1, 

for community consultation, in accordance with Section 123 of the Local Government 
Act 1999, which includes a budget with an average residential rate rise of 7.6%. 

 
3. That the CEO be authorised to: 
 

a. Make any formatting, nomenclature or other minor changes to the ABP prior to being 
released for public consultation and 
 

b. Determine the consultation timings, media and processes while ensuring consistency 
and compliance with the provisions of applicable legislation and Council’s Public 
Consultation Policy. 

 
4. Consultation will include the Audit and Risk Committee. 
 
 
MOTION AS VARIED 
 
Moved Cr Leith Mudge 
S/- Cr Kirsty Parkin         212/26 
 
Council resolves: 

 
1.  That the Annual Business Plan 2026-27 Draft for Consultation report be received and 

noted. 
 

2. To endorse the draft Annual Business Plan 2026-27 (ABP), as contained in Appendix 
1, for community consultation, in accordance with Section 123 of the Local 
Government Act 1999, which includes a budget with an average residential rate rise 
of 7.6%. 

 
3. That the CEO be authorised to: 
 

a. Make any formatting, nomenclature or other minor changes to the ABP prior to 
being released for public consultation and 
 

b. Determine the consultation timings, media and processes while ensuring 
consistency and compliance with the provisions of applicable legislation and 
Council’s Public Consultation Policy. 

 
4. Consultation will include the Audit and Risk Committee. 
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 Carried Unanimously 
  
 8:06pm Cr Lisa Clare Woolcock left the meeting room.  
 

12.2 Community Engagement Framework 

 
Moved Cr Mark Osterstock  
S/- Cr Chris Grant  213/26 
 
Council resolves: 

 
1. That the Community Engagement Framework report be received and noted. 
 
2. To note the Community Engagement Outcomes Report for Phase 2 of community 

engagement (Appendix 3). 
 
3. To adopt the revised draft Community Engagement Framework, in Appendix 1, with 

an effective date of 10 June 2026. 
 
4. To authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make any formatting, nomenclature or 

other minor changes to the proposed framework. 
 
 
 Carried Unanimously  

 

12.3 Community Engagement Policy  

 
Moved Cr Chris Grant 
S/- Cr Alex Trescowthick 214/26 

 
Council resolves: 
 
1. That the Community Engagement Policy report be received and noted.  
 
2. To note the Community Engagement Outcomes Report (Appendix 3).  
 
3. To adopt the revised Community Engagement Policy, in Appendix 1, with an 

effective date of 9 September 2026.  
 
4. To authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make any formatting, nomenclature or 

other minor changes to the proposed policy. 
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 Carried Unanimously 
 

12.4 Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) 2026-2030 

 
Moved Cr Kirsty Parkin 
S/- Cr Chris Grant 215/26 
 
Council resolves: 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 

 
2. To note the DAIP Community Engagement Outcomes Report for Phase 2 of community 

engagement (Appendix 2). 
 

3. To endorse the AHC Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2026-2030 (Appendix 1). 
 

4. To note that the endorsed AHC Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2026-2030 (the 
DAIP) will be submitted to the Department of Human Services (DHS) and be published 
on the DHS and AHC websites, alongside an Easy Read version (Appendix 3). 
 

5. To authorise the Chief Executive Officer or delegate to make any formatting, 
nomenclature or other minor changes to the DAIP. 
 

 Carried Unanimously 
 
 8:11pm Cr Lisa Clare Woolcock returned to the meeting room. 
 

12.5 Caretaker Policy 

 
Moved Cr Malcolm Herrmann 
S/- Cr Chris Grant 216/26 
 
Council resolves: 

 
1. That the report be received and noted.  

 
2. With an effective date of 16 June 2026, to revoke the current Caretaker Policy and to 

approve the proposed draft Caretaker Policy, as per Appendix 2.  
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3. To hold at least one candidate public meeting, as per section 91B of the Local 
Government (Elections) Act 1999, and as contained in the proposed draft Caretaker 
Policy, as per Appendix 2.  
 

4. That during the election caretaker period, the frequency of ordinary Council meetings 
be reduced from two (2) meetings per month to one (1) meeting per month. 
 

5. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to make any formatting, nomenclature 
or other minor changes to the draft Caretaker Policy. 

 
 

 Carried Unanimously  
 
 

12.6 Election Signage Policy  

 
Moved Cr Chris Grant 
S/- Cr Richard Gladigau 217/26 
 
Council resolves: 

 
1. That the report be received and noted.  

 
2. With an effective date of 16 June 2026, to approve the draft Election Signs Policy, as 

per Appendix 1.  
 

3. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to make any formatting, nomenclature 
or other minor changes to the draft Election Signs Policy.  

 
 

 Carried Unanimously 
 
 

12.7 Southern and Hills Local Government Association – Audit Committee Exemption 
Application 

 
Moved Cr Leith Mudge  
S/- Cr Malcolm Herrmann 218/26 
 
Council resolves: 
 
1. That the report be received and noted.  
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2. To endorse the Southern and Hills Local Government Association applying to the 
Minister for an exemption, for a period of up to five (5) years, from the requirement 
to establish an Audit Committee, pursuant to Regulation 18 of the Local Government 
(Financial Management) Regulations 2011.  

 
3. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to provide written confirmation of this 

resolution to the Southern and Hills Local Government Association in support of its 
application.  

 

 Carried Unanimously 
 

  

13. OFFICER REPORTS - INFORMATION ITEMS 

13.1 Response to ESCOSA – Local Government Advice 2026-27 to 2029-30: Draft 
Framework and Approach 

 
Moved Cr Leith Mudge 
S/- Cr Kirsty Parkin 219/26 
 
Council resolves:  
 
1. That the response to ESCOSA – Local Government Advice 2026-27 to 2029-30: Draft 

framework and Approach report be received and noted.  
 

2. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to make minor editorial and 
administrative amendments to the submission. 
 

 Carried Unanimously 
 

13.2 Integrated Planning Program 

 
Moved Cr Leith Mudge 
S/- Cr Alex Trescowthick 220/26 
 
Council resolves:  
 
1. That the Integrated Planning Program – Engagement Approach to Support Goal 3 

Priorities report be received and noted.  
 

2. That Council note and support the use of structured community engagement as a core 
delivery tool for the development and integration of Strategic Plan Goal 3 initiatives, 
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noting that engagement outputs provide input to, but do not replace, formal Council 
decision-making.  

 
3. That Council note the proposed Phase 1 engagement led delivery activities and timing, 

and acknowledge that subsequent phases will be progressed through integrated 
quarterly gateways and Council workshops in accordance with the program 
governance structure.  
 

 Carried Unanimously 
 
 

14. CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION 

 Nil 
 

15. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  

Cr Malcolm Herrmann asked what Council’s expenditure was in 2025-26 on the events 
which celebrate the First Nations culture including: Harmony Day, NAIDOC Week, and any 
other event which centres on First Nations? 

  
Moved Cr Malcolm Herrmann 
S/- Cr Mark Osterstock 221/26 
 
Council resolves:  

 
 That the response from the Director be incorporated into the Minutes 
 

 Carried Unanimously 
 
 Response: 
 

In 2025/26, Council expenditure was as follows, which includes activities held in libraries 
and community centres. 
 
• NAIDOC Week (July 2025): Approximately $3500 which includes a Family Fun Day, 

workshops and activities in the libraries and community centres. 

• National Reconciliation Week (May 2026): Approximately $2600, which includes 
attendance at the National Reconciliation Breakfast, and activities in the community 
centres (including workshops and cultural talks). 

• Harmony Day (March 2026): Approximately $1500 on a number of programs run across 
community centres and libraries that celebrate cultural diversity. It is noted that 
Harmony Day is not an event to celebrate First Nations culture, rather it is a celebration 
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of cultural diversity and multiculturalism, focussing on inclusiveness, respect and a 
sense of belonging for everyone. This year community members had opportunities to be 
involved in activities and learning that celebrated African, Spanish, and Japanese 
cultural activities. 

Cr Malcolm Herrmann also asked the following questions without notice: 

• Has there been any progress on the Warren Road Intersection negotiations with 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport? 

• Is there an update on the Heathfield service station? 

 

16. MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  

Nil 
 

17. REPORTS 

17.1 Council Member Function or Activity on the Business of Council  

Cr Leith Mudge 
• 27 May – National Reconciliation Breakfast, Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide 
• 31 May – Bridgewater & Aldgate Community Support Hub (BACSH) exercise, the 

Village Well, Aldgate 
 

17.2 Reports of Members as Council/Committee Representatives on External Organisations  

Nil 

17.3 CEO Report 

 The Chief Executive Officer provided a verbal report and update on the following matters: 
• Adelaide Hills Tourism Chair –A new Chair will be announced on Thursday 
• CEO Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) – Work is underway in the CEO KPIs will be 

presented to the CEO Performance Review Panel at the end of June to deliberate on 
and endorse. 

• AI Early Detection Bushfire Detection Project – Good support from the Local 
Government Risk Services (LGRS), including advocacy to present the project to relevant 
federal Ministers. 

 

18. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

18.1 Council Assessment Panel 

Nil 

18.2 Audit and Risk Committee  

Nil 
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18.3 CEO Performance Review Panel  

Moved Cr Chris Grant 
S/- Cr Richard Gladigau 222/26 
 
Council resolves:  

 
That the minutes of the special meeting held on 27 May 2026 as supplied, be confirmed 
as an accurate record of the proceedings of that meeting.   

 
 Carried Unanimously 

 

18.4 Boundary Change Committee  

Nil 
 

19. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

Nil 

 

20. NEXT ORDINARY MEETING  

The next ordinary meeting of the Adelaide Hills Council will be held on Tuesday 23 June  
2026 from 6.30pm at 36 Nairne Road, Woodside. 
 

21. CLOSE MEETING  

The meeting closed at 8:34pm  
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